[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]


Guidance prepared by:
The Big Deal
A programme for children and young people 

Network 4 Youth Consultation
1 Sept – 30 Nov 2008
Guidance Notes for Youth Workers / Teachers / Leaders

[image: image3.jpg]% Awarding funds from
@‘ The National Lottery”®





The Network 4 Youth wants to include all children and young people in Northern Ireland. The aim is to create a way to give children and young people access to government providers  and to enable them to have a voice on things that affect their lives like education, youth provision, health care and so on. 

These guidance notes are targeted at those working with young people aged 11+ (other guidance notes are available for those working with younger children and those with learning disabilities). We are consulting on the formation of the Network and want to find out the best ways to include children and young people based on the ideas contained in the consultation leaflet and booklet. You can find out more from www.ycni.org

In order to help us understand about how to include young people you work with, we are asking you to facilitate some discussion with them and to encourage them to complete the short questionnaire in the consultation booklet. You can get copies of these by phoning the Youth Council at 02890 643882.
You are also asked to provide your professional opinion, based on their feedback, by sending in notes of the discussion session and completing the questionnaire in the longer consultation document (you can download this at www.ycni.org) 
All this will give us a good idea about how to meaningfully include them.

A suggested group work session
We thought that if we provided some ideas for facilitating a session this might be useful for you. Of course, this is not prescriptive and you may come up with a better way to do this – if so let us know and we can let others know!!! 

There are three parts to the suggested session:

Part 1: Identify issues 
As a starter for discussion, get the young people to identify issues that are important to them. When you look at the issues you may see that these are either local ones e.g. youth facilities, vandalism, drugs, etc. more regional ones e.g. the 11+, transport, minimum wage, etc. or ones that impact both locally and regionally. 

NB: this is really only a starting point as the priority for the consultation is to work out the best way to deal with these issues based on the options presented for a Network 4 Youth.
Part 2: Deal with the issues
Get the young people to select issues they would really like to tackle (the number of issues may depend on the size of the group). The idea here is to get the young people to work their issues through the options presented for a Network 4 Youth to see which option would enable them to get the best result in terms of dealing with the issues.

You should consider the following broad headings:

How would they gain access to each network option? 
How might each option be able to deal with the issue?

What difference could the option make to the issues presented?

How would you know what difference was made? 
Once you have worked through one or a number of issues get the young people to reflect on what they have discovered. This will give the young people some ideas about which option works best for them; of course none may work so they may come up with other ideas and ways to develop a Network – this is equally valid!!
Once you have completed this you may need to spend some time with the young people looking at what is being proposed in terms of vision and values. What is particularly important here is to see if they understand and agree with the proposals - do they mean anything to them, is the wording ok, etc. and if not to come up with alternative views – what would they say!!!

Part 3: Recording their views:

Having reflected, it’s time to record the views. This can be done in a number of ways:
· Allowing time for each individual young person to complete the tear off questionnaire in the consultation booklet (should only take a few minutes);

· You, or some young people, could check the level of agreement over the options and wording and write up the notes of the session (please include the name of your group, the number of young people who took part and their age group);

· You could complete the questionnaire in the longer consultation booklet giving due consideration to what the young people said.
What to do next

Questionnaires can be returned to Youth Council, FREEPOST, Belfast BT8 7BR
The notes of the session, or any additional comments, can be posted to the address above, or e-mailed to info@ycni.org
If you have any questions, please contact Clare Harvey at the Youth Council Tel 02890 643882
If you may incur costs to consult with children and young people (eg. signers, translators, assisted travel etc) please contact the Youth Council for advice, before the consultation.

Thank you for your support in enabling us to do this.

