    Network 4 Youth consultation

          1 Sept – 30 Nov 2008

Guidance notes for facilitators working with children and young people with a learning disability

Network 4 Youth wants to include all young people in Northern Ireland. The aim is to create a way which gives young people access to government to enable them to have a voice about things that affect their lives like education, youth provision, health care and so on.

We want to find out the best ways of including children and young people with a learning disability. At the moment we are consulting on ideas for the Network.  You can find out more from www.ycni.org 
There is a leaflet that explains all the options for how the Network will be constituted. Electronic copies are available on the website, or by phoning the Youth Council on 
028 9064 3882.
In order to help us understand about how to include young people with a learning disability, we are asking them to fill in this questionnaire. It will give us a good idea about the things that are most relevant to them and how to meaningfully include them.

We are really grateful for your support with this.

What to do next?
We would like as many of the young people that you work with to fill this out. 

They can show their choices in the way that works best for them, using the pictures provided, ticks, colouring in boxes – their choice.  

When you have collected all the sheets, can you please transfer the information to the summary sheet that follows.
In each box write the number of young people who showed that this was important to or important for them if they are to be included. 

Individually the information is anonymous, but it will help us to know the age range, the number of young people who took part and the school, youth group/club etc. that they come from. We have included additional space on the summary sheet for you to note any information or ideas about how to include your young people in the most effective way.

Once the summary sheet is completed, please return it to

Youth Council for Northern Ireland, Freepost BE2161, Belfast,  BT8 4BR  or email to info@ycni.org 
If you have any questions please contact Clare Harvey
at  028 9064 3882
We are committed to the full inclusion of young people with disabilities and learning disabilities in a Network 4 Youth.

Thank you for your support in enabling us to do this.

Facilitators - Summary sheet
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	Question
	Number of responses

	Send me information
	

	Come and talk to me
	

	I will need support to get ready to join in
	

	Send me emails
	

	Put information on website
	

	Send me a text
	

	I will need support to join in 
	

	I need to be in a place I know
	

	I need to be with people I know
	

	I need time to join in
	

	Listen to me and check you understand what I tell you
	

	I use symbols
	

	I like to use pictures
	

	I use signing
	

	I like to use real things to communicate
	

	Write to me
	

	Ask me to take part in a new group
	

	Ask me through my school or youth club or group
	

	I want to mix with other young people
	

	Anything else that helps you join in. Insert ideas:

	


	Important to me
	Number of responses

	School or youth club
	

	Hospitals
	

	Bullying
	

	Parks and play areas
	

	Swimming and sports areas
	

	Keeping safe
	


Can you suggest anything else that will help your young people to be included?  

You may like to look at the leaflet and the 3 options for Network 4 Youth. Please tell us if any of the options being suggested really would not work for your young people.

Network 4 Youth
How I want to join in.
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Network 4 youth is a way for all young people in Northern Ireland to tell the government what is important to and important for you.

A network is a way for groups and people to come together to say what is important to them.  
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The government are the men and women who are in charge of the country.

They make decisions about all sorts of things that affect our lives.
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It is really important that they know what young people in Northern Ireland think about things like school and hospitals. 
[image: image8.wmf]We need to know how you want to join in with Network 4 Youth.

We need to know how to ask you about what is important to you.

There are some sheets for you to fill in.

You can fill in the sheets by

· ticking the boxes which you agree with
· or colouring in the boxes you agree with

For example, if you like to get information from websites and e-mails, but not from texts, you could tick these boxes

[image: image9.wmf]
[image: image1.png]



You can tick as many boxes as you need to.

Joining in
Tell us about what helps you to join in 
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Important to me
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                            Joining in
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Anything else that helps you join in?�
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Age range








Number of young people who took part 








Name of school, youth group, etc.
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